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REVOLVING ROOMS

The technology that turns

a house around

hran’s c

i

THE BASIS OF
THE DESIGN
Outside in
summer and
closed up in
winter.

REVOLVING
ROOMS

A 21st century
approach to a tra-
ditional Iranian
solution.

It’s been called the “inside out
house” and been compared to Har-
ry Potter’s Hogwarts School for its
revolutionary design.

Attracting attention in main-
stream media worldwide the Teh-
ran-based home was awarded first
place in the Residential Project of
the Year category at the Middle East
Architect awards.

The Sharifi-ha House allows for
the rooms to be rotated to catch the
sun in summer and conserve heat
in winter - traditional Iranian solu-
tions to climate extremes.

The technology was created by
German mechanical engineering
company Bumat with managing
partner Timo Burgmeier — who has
the philosophy “movement is trig-
gered by an impulse” - at the helm.

The specialist firm has developed
a range of turntables - first de-
signed as revolving platforms to en-
able cars to be serviced. The Tehran
home, designed by architects Next-
Office, is the latest beneficiary.

Burgmeier said: “A special kinetic
construction allows entire rooms to
be rotated. This can be referred to as
‘kinetic architecture’. It is based on
an ancient local building tradition
which has separate living rooms for
both summer and winter. For this
project on three floors there is a ro-
tating ‘room within a room’ which
can be turned 90 degrees. Within
two minutes it can be rearranged
for a summer or winter residence.”

NextOffice architect Alireza Ta-
ghaboni said: “This project was a
real challenge as the concept and
details were very specific. But it was
adream to complete it.” ®
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